British Ophthalmological Surveillance Unit Phase 1 Application
Telephone: 0207 935 0702 or 0780 8581659

Email:barny.foot@rcophth.ac.uk
Please return this form along with a BOSU phase 1 study protocol. The main criteria for a good condition to study are that it should be rare, and of either public health and/or scientific importance. The BOSU is principally an epidemiological system and as such studies should be aiming to ascertain all cases of a given condition through active surveillance to provide population incidence rates and unbiased clinical details.

The protocol should be no more that 2 sides of A4 and ideally it should include the following information:

Background

Briefly describe the condition, why it is of public health or scientific importance, what is the problem you are trying to address, why it is suitable for surveillance and the expected benefits of the study (approx 250- 300 words).

Research Questions/Surveillance Objectives 
Clearly state, in bullet format, the specific research questions that will be answered by this study. Please remember that these questions must be answered using the BOSU surveillance system. This will not allow any direct contact with patients, or the use of additional investigations. Any comparison or control group must be collected independently.
· Incidence/prevalence

· Clinical presentation

· Clinical Management 

· Outcome

· Other

Case Definition

Please give careful thought to providing a precise and practical definition (based on symptoms/signs/investigations) that will be understood by ophthalmologists will be able to both understand and interpret. This will be able to be amended during the development of the study.
Expected Numbers

More than 300 cases a year would normally be considered too high a number for the BOSU Please supply an estimate of the number of cases expected each year.  If you intend to calculate yearly incidence rate please state the source of the denominator.  Provide a reference for this estimate if possible.

Anticipated Impact
Please provide a description of the impact you anticipate the findings of this study will have on patient care, health service organisation and / or future research, please include any way in which the findings could be applied to the care of other conditions or within other health care settings.

Applications will be reviewed by two committee members and will be assessed according to the criteria set out above. We hope to be able to return comments within 3 weeks.

British Ophthalmological Surveillance Unit Phase 1
Telephone: 0207 935 0702 or 0780 8581659

Email: bosu@rcophth.ac.uk
Please complete the following questions in support of your application 

Applicant details (CAPITALS PLEASE)

Surname:……………………………  First Name/s…………………..…………….

Post held:
………………………………………………………………………

Work Address:
………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………

Contact address (if different): 
…………………………………………….…………

Phone………………………………  Fax…………………………………  

Email…………………………………………………...

Project Supervisor Name…………………………………………………………………

Position……………………………………………………………………………………..

PROPOSED BOSU STUDY

1. Title of study 
2. Personnel Arrangements 

Clear administrative and scientific arrangements need to be in place to run a BOSU study. Although these details may not yet have been finalised please complete the following in as much detail as possible

Please state the person responsible for the following:
· Person responsible for day-to-day administration (receiving case reports, sending out questionnaires, correspondence with the BOSU):…………………………

· Person responsible for responding to clinical enquiries:……………………….

· Person responsible for collating and analysing results:…………………………

· Specify support you will receive from your department or tutor:…………………………..

Signature of applicant

………………………………………………………………….….  

Date …………………….
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Please return by email to:  BOSU@msn.com, 

