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British Ophthalmological Surveillance Unit Research Bursary 2025
Supported by RED Trust
Telephone: 0780 8581659

Email:barny.foot@rcophth.ac.uk
The BOSU Bursary is aimed at Ophthalmologists in Training who wish to develop their research skills by undertaking a national epidemiological study of a rare eye disease, condition, or event.
The primary purpose of this bursary is to help trainees gain confidence and experience in research. The award will be judged on:

1. the applicant’s potential to develop their research skills and experience,

2. the quality of the written application,

3. the suitability of the topic for surveillance

4. the likely impact of the study on ophthalmic practice.

Applicants with little or no previous research experience are particularly encouraged to apply. The bursary is designed to provide an accessible entry point into research. While those with more research experience are not excluded, applicants should be aware that the focus of this award is on fostering new research skills, rather than extending an already established research career.

Applications should be submitted by Monday 24 November 2025 at 5pm and must include:

1. This completed form,

2. A brief CV outlining your research experience, and

3. A BOSU Phase 1 application (maximum 800 words).

Guidance for the Phase 1 Application
The BOSU is an epidemiological surveillance system. Studies should aim to identify all cases of a given condition in order to estimate population incidence rates and obtain unbiased clinical information. Please structure your application under the following sections:

1. Background (250–300 words)
Briefly describe the condition, its public health or scientific importance, the problem being addressed, why it is suitable for surveillance, and the expected benefits of the study.

2. Research Questions / Surveillance Objectives
State the specific research questions that will be addressed using the BOSU system (note: there is no direct patient contact, collection of samples, or use of additional investigations; all clinical data must be obtainable from patient records). Typical areas include:

· Incidence

· Patient demographics

· Clinical presentation

· Clinical management

· Outcomes (6 or 12 months)

· Other relevant objectives

3. Case Definition
Provide a clear, practical case definition (symptoms, signs, investigations) that ophthalmologists can use in a clinical setting. This may be refined during study development.

4. Expected Numbers
Provide an estimate of expected cases per year. More than 300 annual cases is generally unsuitable for BOSU studies. For this bursary, studies identifying between 70–150 new cases per year are preferred, as this allows for manageable workload and meaningful skill development. Please reference the source of your estimates where possible.

5. Anticipated Impact
Describe the potential impact of your findings on patient care, health service organisation, and/or future research. Highlight how the results could influence care for other conditions or be applied in broader healthcare contexts.

British Ophthalmological Surveillance Unit Research Bursary 2023
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Please complete the following questions in support of your application for a research bursary

Applicant details (CAPITALS PLEASE)

Surname:……………………………  First Name/s……………..…………….

Post held: …..…………………………………………………………

Work Address: 
Phone………………………………

Email……………………………………………...

Project Supervisor Name…………………………………………………………………

Position………………………….. 
PROPOSED BOSU STUDY

1. Title of study 
2. Personnel Arrangements 

Clear administrative and scientific arrangements need to be in place to run a BOSU study. Although these details may not yet have been finalised please complete the following in as much detail as possible

Please state the person responsible for the following:
· Person responsible for day-to-day administration (receiving case reports, sending out questionnaires, correspondence with the BOSU):……………………………
· Person responsible for responding to clinical enquiries:……………………
· Person responsible for collating and analysing results:….…………………
· Specify support you will receive from your department or tutor:…………….
3. Personal Statement

Please provide some brief details on how undertaking this project will benefit you or your professional development.

Statement of support by tutor/ departmental head or study supervisor
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Please return by email to:  BOSU@rcophth.ac.uk 

