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Richard (born 1937) was awarded an Honorary Fellowship by the College in 1993 for his contribution to the History of Ophthalmology and to the College’s Museum and Library. 

After a year at Oxford, where he achieved a half blue to athletics,  he gave up studying law to join his family business Keeler Instruments. He studied optics and spent his business career in the world of ophthalmic instrument development including the binocular indirect ophthalmoscope, the pulsair tonometer, cryotherapy and lasers. This took him around the world and to the Americas and Japan in particular. Keeler Instruments had strong links to ophthalmology and the Company set up the Keeler Scholarship at the College of which Richard was a founding Trustee. He became Managing Director and Chairman of Keeler Instruments in 1970. His interest in ophthalmic history developed and in 1993 his involvement with the College led tohis being awarded an Hon. Fellowship.  In 1997 the business was sold but continues to trade internationally under the Keeler name. 

Richard was then 60 and his well-developed interests in ophthalmic history projected him into his second career as an ophthalmic historian and, since 1999 Hon. Curator of the historical collection at the College. He is also a talented photographer and Associate Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society, put to good to record his trekking in the Himalaya and  hiking at home. 

He has published numerous short articles on the History of Ophthalmology in College News, given 20 lectures on the topic at national and International meetings including the Hogan Lecture, Snyder Memorial Lecture and the Percival Hay Memorial Lecture. He has been an active member of the Cogan Ophthalmic History Society at which he has given papers from 1997 to 2019.  He has published 20 papers on historical subjects in ophthalmic journals, including the British Journal of Ophthalmology, Eye and the Archives of Ophthalmology (now JAMA Ophthalmology), 5 book chapters and 8 book including his just published Atlas of Ophthalmoscopes. Vol 18, Part 1 C Richard Keller & Ian MaCallister 2025 Kugler Publications. Part 2 is in progress. 

